


A threefold response

Based on what is known now and
Habitat’s past experience with
international disasters, our early
response to the earthquake is expected
to be threefold: 1) mobilizing people to
clear the way for shelter construction
and home rehabilitation; 2) distributing
building materials and tools in shelter
kits; 3) construction of transitional
housing. The extent of each intervention
will depend on the amount of support
we are able to mobilize.

1)The cleanup : To clear the way
for home repair and construction,
Habitat for Humanity plans to assist
in the cleanup by mobilizing people
to remove debris and salvage materials that can be recycled
in new shelter. Working with other organizations, these
activities could include a “cash for work” component that
would organize local people in affected neighborhoods and
provide them with tools such as shovels, wheelbarrows and
crowbars. This involvement in productive activity provides
a small influx of cash to those affected by the disaster to
help them meet other basic needs, and also contributes
to their mental health by providing a positive, active
opportunity to help with recovery.

2) Shelter kits  : Shelter kits include building materials and
tools and are designed to help families and neighborhoods
make immediate repairs. Typically, the kits include items
such as wall panels, roofing sheets, hurricane straps and
a hammer and nails. For the past three years, Habitat for
Humanity has offered vocational education programs
in Haiti, so it now has a cadre of certified masons and
carpenters to assist families in Port-au-Prince.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

3)Transitional shelter
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: Habitat for Humanity also plans
to repair and rebuild housing, using a transitional-shelter
model. Small transitional shelters can be built quickly and
provide permanent base structures that can be expanded
over time. The initial transitional shelter will meet Sphere
humanitarian standards of adequate living space and
provision of water and sanitation. Given Haiti’s history

of being affected by natural disasters, the structures will
be designed with hurricane- and earthquake-resistant
features.

In addition to these interventions, immediate response will
include working with Habitat Haiti to restore its capacity
to fully participate in the recovery efforts. Through all
aspects of the work, Habitat will cultivate partnerships
with local residents and other humanitarian organizations
that can multiply the effectiveness of the response.

For more information or to support this work, please visit http://www.habitat.ro and donate on-line.
Donations also may be made by wire transfer into the following account
RO39 ABNA 0500 2641 0012 8917 ( RBS Bank Romania, Oradea branch)
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