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Tiny Tots  started the month of 
March by making ‘Martisoare’ in 
the shape of ladybirds, which they 
gave to their parents. After this 
they continued with activities 
linked to the theme of Shapes. 
They sponge printed different 

shapes on a 
piece of fab-
ric hung ver-
tically; they 
stuck differ-
ent textures 

cut into a variety of shapes to 
make a collage; they made shapes 
from dough etc. Also this month 
Tiny Tots made a kite from card 
cut into a diamond shape which 
they decorated with finger painting 
and they also learned to play a 
matching game which helped them 
to become quicker in recognising 
shapes. Busy Bees  talked this 
month about musical instruments, 
choosing a 
d i f f e r e n t 
type of in-
s t r u m e n t 
each week: 
those that 
you blow, 
shake, tap or those with strings. 
They used recyclable materials 
such as tissue boxes, plastic water 
bottles, paper plates etc to make 

their own instruments which they 
then used in their play. They also 
listened to music, danced and 
sang songs which they accompa-
nied by playing their instruments. 
Children in Acorns  also enjoyed a 
varied month of activities linked to 
the theme of Music and crafts as-
sociated with 
musical in-
s t r u m e n t s 
and Spring. 
They started 
the month 
with learning 
about Martisor and then 8th March. 
Tweenies 1 made their own gui-
tars from tissue boxes and elastic 
bands, shakers by filling empty 
bottles with dry materials, they lis-
tened to Irish music on St Patrick’s 
day, in imaginative play they loved 
their restaurant and learning about 
food. They also learned about tra-
ditional sto-
ries which 
they brought 
to life with 
their puppet 
t h e a t r e . 
Tweenies 2 painted pictures of 
musical instruments and enjoyed 
accompanying songs with their 
own music. They also learned 
about Spring, baby animals, made 
their own daffodils and made a fruit 
salad, cutting the fruit with a knife 
as they practiced the names of fruit 
and their colours.  
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 Early Ex-
p l o r e r s 
loved their 
dressing up 
corner and 
spent many 
happy mo-
ments be-
ing astro-

nauts, doctors, nurses or 
princesses. They learned the 
names of many musical in-
struments and how to play 
them; they made their own 
drums and maracas using 
papier mache technique. 
They took turns to play in 
their own band, or to be the 
conductor. They learned 
about the different parts of a 
book and made their own 
book about all the children 
and teachers in EE, they 
continued with Jolly Phonics, 
learning the sounds made by 
2 letters, counting, writing 
numbers and adding plus 
drawing and writing about 
their Mums for 8th March. 
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Following many activities in 
the nursery linked to the 
theme of music, EE enjoyed 
a special morning with Drum 
Up, a group of actors/
musicians who came to Acorns with a variety of per-
cussion instruments and even a real drum kit. They 
got all the children involved in clapping, using other 
parts of their body to make rhythm, exploring different 

types of African and Euro-
pean drums and learning a 
little about how the drums 
were made and how to play 
them. It was great to see eve-
ryone enthusiastic about 
making music, singing, clap-
ping and dancing as they felt 

“Mr Rhythm” in their heart. This workshop ended our 
topic on Music in a very fun and practical way which 
all the children will remember for a long time. 
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 March was a very noisy month in both our nurseries as the children enjoyed their 
topic on Music and Instruments. This theme was a great one for allowing the chil-
dren to learn through using their senses, especially using their sense of hearing. 
For Busy Bees in Baby Acorns the children had the chance to make their own 
drums using empty water containers which they covered with newspaper and glue. 
They used wooden spoons as drum sticks, investigated the sound made by filling different sized containers 

with coloured water and made their own tambourines from paper plates. In Acorns 
each group had a special musical corner which the children could visit at any time to 
investigate how to make different sounds by tapping, shaking, or strumming instru-
ments such as maracas, tambourines, triangles, rattles, drums etc. Tweenies 1 and 2 
painted pictures of musical instruments and used dancing to express their feelings 
when listening to different types of music while EE learned more about how sound is 
created, high and low sounds and the names of a variety of instruments. 
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brated the traditional start 
of Spring in both nurser-
ies. In Baby Acorns the 
children made Martisoare 
in the form of ladybirds 
made from dough which they then decorated with 
finger painting and they also made cards to take 
home. In the photo are Martisoare made by 
Tweenies 2 using leaves, card and ribbon while  
Tw 1 made theirs by sticking different pasta 
shapes such as dinosaurs, flowers or bows onto 
card and attaching ribbon. 
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international event for the sec-
ond year running; Tw 1 sang 
number songs and focussed on 
counting, tw 2 made numbers 

and shapes from dough, while EE learned a poem 
about numbers using laminated cards which they had 
to put in the correct sequence. The older children also 
competed against others of the same age in other 
countries on the world maths day site, scoring points 
for each correct answer and getting a certificate of 
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�We asked the children 
from all Acorns groups to 
bring a favourite book to 
share with their friends. 

Both Tweenies 1 and 2 had very enjoyable circle 
times when they took turns to share each others 
books and to learn about how to look after books, 
how to hold them correctly and how to turn the 
pages carefully, they also coloured pictures of 
their favourite characters. In EE, as well as shar-
ing their favourite books from home (which in-
cluded dictionaries, information books, pop-up 
books, maps and even one in Chinese) the chil-
dren had the chance to make their own books. 
They could choose the colour of the cover, how 
many pages they wanted and then used a hole 
punch and wool to join the pages together. Then 
they either wrote or drew on each page accord-
ing to their ability and ‘read’ their book to the 
other children and teachers. 
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launched our new training programme for 
staff in Cercelus crèche in March, as part of 
the 0 2 3 Early Education Project which sup-
ports education for ages 0-3. The training 
consists of theory led by Valentina and Fiona 
about the characteristics and  needs of each 
age group and how to support them, assess-
ment and observation and practical sessions 
which also involve teachers from Baby 
Acorns and Acorns including those who went 
to Hove nursery, UK last year. The weekly 
training has so far been very well received 
by the Cercelus staff; we will bring you fur-
ther details in our next newsletter.  
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���!��@�� Starting on Remembrance Day in 
November, Acorns began to raise money for 
the child of a soldier killed in action. We have 
raised 1675 Ron which will be used to buy 
presents for the family of BADICEANU FLO-
RIN, killed in  Afghanistan. More details and 
pictures in our next newsletter. THANK YOU 
TO ALL PARENTS FOR YOUR SUPPORT. 
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We invited the dance troupe Irish 
Way to Acorns for the second year 
running to help us celebrate St Pat-
rick’s Day. The 2 dancers taught EE 
some dance steps, they demon-
strated 2 dances and received a lot 
of applause from the children. In other moments of the day 
the children made trefoils from dough which they painted, 

they coloured pictures of Irish 
symbols, talked about rainbows. 
In Tweenies the children mixed 
their own green colour, they found 
green objects in the environment, 
made crafts with trefoils and col-
oured or painted leprechauns. 
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Tw 1 had a great morn-
ing out at ‘Ferma de 
lapte’ in Pantelimon. 
After learning about 

baby animals in the nursery, the children had 
the chance to see them in real life. They fed 
the goats, rabbits, ,pigs and ponies and were 
lucky enough to see lambs, chicks and baby 
goats.  
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Both Tweenies 1 and 2 enjoyed valuable trips to 
the dentist. The nurses in DentEstet4Kids were 
very well prepared, showing the children how to 
look after their teeth, the children had time to 
admire the specially equipped waiting room, to 
try out the patients’ chair, even choosing what colour gloves the 
nurses should wear! Each child took home an information pack to 
help them and their parents remember the importance of oral hygiene. 
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We recently welcomed back In-
spector Mariana Oprea to Acorns 
who spoke to the children about 
crossing the road safely, not talk-
ing to strangers and listening to 
their parents. The children re-
ceived pictures of Zoro the dog 
detective and a comic with 
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“Gulliver in the Land of Dwarfs” The children were a great 
audience, listening and watching attentively, enjoying the 
show with both puppets and actors. Afterwards they 
talked about what had been their favourite parts of the 
show and EE drew pictures to record their visit. 
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considering what will the right ‘next step’ for their child. Over the 
next few months we will be bringing you ideas that parents should 
consider when viewing a nursery or school. 

Philosophy The facility should have a philosophy that details how 
they care for children. Ask to see it in written form.  

Age-Appropriate Curriculum Make sure the children are divided 
into age groups. Ensure the curriculum is exciting and fun for your 
child's age and is also challenging. Ask how the facility encourages 
social development. There should be a time for structure play and 
a time for free play. Unstructured play is important because it al-
lows a child to be spontaneous. 

Teacher-Child Ratios Ask about the teacher to child ratio and make 
sure you are comfortable with it.  

Parents involvement  How much parental involvement does the 
school require? How does the facility inform parents about what 
the children are learning? How is children’s progress communi-
cated to parents? 

Behaviour Ask how the facility deals with behavior issues, what 
strategies are used and what rewards or sanctions are put in place. 

	���������������
����

 

 

Maria Predoiu aged 3 on 18th  

Vlad Giurgiulescu aged 3 on 
17th   

Thomas  aged 3 on 19th  

Julie aged 3 on 21st 

Celine aged 5 on 21st 

Smaranda  aged 1 on 23rd  

Sofia aged 2 on 23rd  

Stefan Grama aged 3 on 27th   
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We wish to say “Happy 
Birthday”  to those children 
who have their birthdays in 

April 

Maria Zamfir aged 4 on 3rd  

Dan aged 3 on 5th  

Alec aged 5 on 9th  

Alexandru Burlacu aged 5 
on 10th  

Tara aged 5 on 14th  

Raoul aged 5 on 14th  

Maria Flacau aged 3 on 16th 
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Please do not send your 
child to the nursery if they 
do not feel well. We kindly 
ask all parents to respect 
the recommendations 
made by our nurses and 
doctor who examine the 
children regularly. Please 
ask for a copy of our up-
dated Sickness Policy if 
you have not received  
one. We can not admit any 
children while they are 
following a course of  anti-
biotics. Don’t forget to 
bring in a doctors note if 
your child has been off 
sick for 3 days or more.  

��%�����#� �C�! � @� This month we recommend 2 useful websites that give you information, re-
sources that you can buy, activities to try with children or where you will find information to answer  
your questions about good care and education: This month: www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/
boogiebeebies  and http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/#/lb/misc/mysecretgar den �


